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In September 2018 the Government’s response to the Local Government Select Committee Inquiry into 
Housing for Older People was published. The inquiry looked at a wide range of issues affecting older people 
and the below summarises the Government’s response to this.  
 
The response is disappointing in terms of addressing the issues that the Select Committee Report “Housing 
for Older People”1  highlighted in February 2018. The Government relies upon the small changes (with regard 
to housing for older people) to the NPPF published in July 2018 and the more recent alterations in September 
2018 to the PPG. There are also several responses which divert answers towards the proposed Social Care 
Green Paper which is due to be issued in Autumn 2018.  
 
The Government’s responses are grouped below by topic for ease of reference.  
 
There is overall recognition that: “ensuring the right and adequate housing for older people can reduce costs 
to the social care and health systems” it continues “To build a sustainable care and support system, our 
vision must incorporate the wider networks of support services which help older people to live independently, 
including the crucial role of housing.”  
 
The introduction continues to state that: “This Government remains committed to supporting older people to 
have the lifestyle they choose. We shall endeavour, where possible, to ensure that our planning and housing 
policies positively reflect the requirements of older people”.  
 
Link between Housing and Health 
 
The response continues to encourage the consideration of the range of housing available to older people, 
including new innovative models and those which support interactions across generations. It references the 
fact that each Local Authority can now plan to deliver housing which suits the local need and viability through 
the revised NPPF 2018. It further references the optional technical standard of Building Regulations Category 
2 – M4(2) which can be applied as a planning condition. 
 
“The Government recognises the links between housing, health and wellbeing and the need to look at how 
communities and transport can support people to remain independent and well for longer. We recognise that 
importance of the role of housing on an individual’s health and care needs, and the preventative role that 
good housing can play.” 2 
 
The definition of specialist housing 
 

                                                      
1 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmcomloc/370/37002.htm  
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The Government’s response on this matter was general, placing the emphasis on providers to use 
terminology which is clearly understood, so that people can make informed choices.  
 
The role of specialist housing, in particular Extra Care 
  
The response focussed on providing a variety of housing options to suit the wide range of needs presented 
as people age. The benefit to health and wellbeing of being within some sort of supported housing was 
recognised.  
 
The response states: “we are committed to promoting supply and investment in extra care housing. We 
recognise the importance it plays in helping older people live safely and prevent more intensive interventions. 
We expect local authorities to plan for this type of provision in their area.” 3 
 
There is encouragement for local authorities to plan for the future of housing needs for older people, including 
bungalows where they are identified as a suitable solution. HAPPI principles for design are mentioned in 
conjunction with the recent updates to strengthen design within the National Planning Policy Framework.  
 
Planning and Supply of homes for Older People 
  
The inclusion of the specific section on housing for older people in the revised PPG and the updates to the 
NPPF in terms of meeting the needs for housing for older people is stated as reflecting “the importance of 
housing for older people.” 4 
 
Use Class 
 
The Select Committee called for the creation of a sub category planning classification for extra care and 
other specialised older people’s accommodation within the C2 definition (which currently encompasses 
residential care and nursing homes but which causes harmful disputes on extra care). The Government’s 
response was that a change to the Use Classes Order would not make a difference as charging authorities 
are not restricted to setting the regards of developer contributions in line with the Use Classes Order.  
 
This missed the main point by a considerable margin. The response went on to say that the new NPPF 2018 
includes a revised approach to viability and contributions, suggesting that this is sufficient change and that 
nothing further is required. The problem however, is not just about viability and planning contributions but 
importantly the justification for individual projects to show how special and important they were in contributing 
to serious and significant social issues. The change was also being sought so planning authorities would not 
spend months arguing with developers about definitions – to many in the industry this was about clarifying a 
piece of outdated legislation and boosting supply and delivery. 
 
This response is incredibly disappointing, especially given that the previous Minister of State for Housing 
who appeared in front of the Select Committee, gave every indication of understanding the problem and 
wanting to address the issues which the industry is facing. There is an argument that the less care orientated 
older people’s residential accommodation sector confused the principle argument, but we do not accept this. 
There does seem to be a fundamental inability to grasp the difficulties that the industry faces competing for 
land and convincing local authorities of the solutions it has for the prominent issues of an ageing population, 
health care and general wellbeing.  
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National Strategy for Older People 
 
The Government considers that the Housing White Paper ‘Fixing our Broken Housing Market’ adequately 
addressed the need to ensure more homes suitable for older people were being built. The emphasis is also 
placed on Local Planning Authorities to identify the housing needs of older people. The forthcoming Social 
Care Green Paper (due to be published in Autumn 2018) is also identified as offering an opportunity for the 
Government to further respond to the issue.  
 
 

For more information with regard to planning for housing for older people, please do contact: 
John Sneddon john.sneddon@tetlow-king.co.uk or Iain Warner iain.warner@tetlow-king.co.uk 
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